
 

California’s Implementation Plan 

The Common Core State Standards 

Systems Implementation Plan for 

California is a living document approved 

by the State Board of Education in 

March 2012. The plan, available at 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/, identifies 

the major phases and activities involved 

in implementing the CCSS and serves as 

the blueprint for remodeling the 

education system to support student 

success in career and college.  

 

Will There Be New Tests for the New 
Standards? 

Yes, California is a governing member of 
the SMARTER Balanced Assessment 

Consortium (SBAC). The consortium is 
developing new tests that will measure 

student progress toward career and 

college readiness. You may learn more 
about the new tests and California’s 

participation in the SBAC at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarter

balanced.asp. 

 

Parents and guardians are crucial partners in 

laying the groundwork for a smooth transition 

to the new standards. Parents and guardians 

can:

 

 

 

 

Brochure developed by the  
California Department of Education 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/documents/commstoolkit.doc 
Communications Toolkit 

 

Common Core State 

Transitioning:  What Parents and 
Guardians Can Do Now 

Parents and guardians are crucial partners in 

laying the groundwork for a smooth transition 

to the new standards. Parents and guardians 

can: 

� Learn about the CCSS and the district’s 

transition plan.  
 

� Talk to the principal about the school’s 
plans for the transition to learn what 

will be different about these new 

standards and what will remain the 
same for children. 

 

� Attend a board and/or community 

meeting to discuss district goals and 

timelines. 
 

� Meet with your child’s teacher to 
discuss what your child will be learning 

over the coming year and how 
classroom instruction will shift to align 

to the CCSS.  

 
� Play an active role in your child’s 

education at home. If you notice your 
child is struggling in a certain area, 

consult with his or her teacher to 

identify strategies and resources that 
might be helpful.  

 
� Educate other parents about the 

transition to the CCSS.  

 
� Explore opportunities to become 

actively involved in the Common Core 
transition through your state and local 

Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) or 
Parent Teacher Organization (PTO). 

 
Holly Hermansen 
Superintendent 

Common Core State 
Standards: 

A Parent’s Guide 
 

 



 

Our Goal: Preparing students for 
Career and College 

• All students graduating from our 

public school system as lifelong 

learners will have the skills and 

knowledge necessary to assume 

their positions in the 21st century 

global economy. 

• The new standards are designed to 

be relevant in the real world, 

reflecting the knowledge and skills 

students need for success in both 

higher education and career. 

 

Common Core Standards 

Mathematics 
• Conceptual Development 

• Fluency with Core Skills 

• Meaningful Learning 

 

Standards for Mathematical Practice 

1. Make sense of problems and 
persevere in solving them 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively 

3. Construct viable arguments and 
critique reasoning of others 

4. Model with mathematics 

5. Use appropriate tools strategically 

6. Attend to precision 

7. Look for and make use of structure 

8. Look for and express regularity in 
repeated reasoning 

 

Standards for Mathematical Content 

• K-5:  Develop a strong concrete to 

conceptual foundation in number and 

operations, including fractions and 

decimals. 

• 6-8: Develop robust understanding of 

algebra, geometry, probability, and 

statistics. 

• 9-12: Apply mathematics and 

mathematical thinking in novel 

situations, as college students and 

employees are regularly called upon 

to do. 

The Common Core State Standards 
(CCSS) provide a practical way to 

prepare children for the challenges of 
a constantly changing world – by 

learning step-by-step the real-world 

skills they need for career and 
college. 

 
California is putting these standards to 

work, using them as the foundation for 

remodeling our education system. The 

standards keep the best of what we 

have, but replace outdated ways of 
learning with a clear focus on the key 

knowledge and skills students need, 

and provide teachers the time to teach 

them well. 

English Language Arts 

Reading 
• A progressive development of reading 

comprehension ensures students gain 

more from what they read. 

• An emphasis on text complexity and 

sophistication in grade level text 

promotes necessary rigor. 

Writing 
• Focuses on composing different types 

of writing: 

o Argumentative/opinion 

o Informative/explanatory 
o Narrative texts 

o Research projects 
 

• Infuses technology in creation, 

refinement, and collaboration in 

writing. 

Resources for Parents 
 

California Department of Education CCSS Web 

Page: http://www.cde.ca.gov/re/cc/ (select 
“Students/Parents” tab) 

 

SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium 
Information: 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalanc
ed.asp  
 

K-8 California's Common Core Standards 
Parent Handbook: 
http://www.ccsesa.org/sysadmin/documents/CCSPa
rentHandbook_020411.doc 
 


